
Information in this brochure provides an overview of the best
angling opportunities available in close proximity to the Southern
Scenic Route. However, it is not exhaustive and some anglers
may wish to venture further afield within Southland. Only roads
linking access points are shown.

This brochure is sponsored by

The brochure is designed as an access guide. If more information
is required regarding methods or regulations please contact

Southland Region
P.O. Box 159, Invercargill, New Zealand
Phone 03-215 9117, Fax 03-211 0066

Email: information@southlandfishgame.co.nz
Web: www.fishandgame.org.nz

Fishing the
Southern Scenic

Route

General Methods
For the larger inland waters fly anglers should try terrestrial-type
dry flies such as Humpys or general nymph patterns such as
bead-heads. Threadline anglers should try Veltic-type blade
spinners, fished upstream into riffles. These will be more successful
at change of light, or when rivers are discoloured.

Mararoa River
A medium sized fast flowing river providing excellent fishing.
Access through the lower gorge requires an ability to cross the
river. This is difficult unless it is low.

Waiau River
The Waiau is large with long pools, and bouldery runs. Medium
sized rainbow and brown trout are abundant.

Lakes Monowai & Hauroko
Both lakes are relatively large with limited foot access. Trolling is
the most popular technique. Shore-based fishing can be very
successful off stream mouths. Cruising fish can be ambushed with
general dry flies or damselfly-nymph patterns.

Borland River
The Borland is a beautiful large stream, lined with bush
throughout. Conditions favour the fly angler who should approach
with stealth!

The Borland Road takes you over the Borland Saddle and down
the Grebe Valley to the South Arm of Lake Manapouri. The road
is unsealed, narrow and steep in places, and subject to slips,
washouts, snow and ice, and fallen trees. The gate at Borland
Lodge is locked when conditions prevent access and over the
winter.

Access to the Grebe River is difficult, although the fishing can be
rewarding.

Lillburn Stream
Large, clear stream with good access. Delicate presentation with
small patterns is recommended.

Wairaki  River
A medium sized river, braided in its lower reaches. Some walking
required between pools, but nice fish present.

Orauea River
Medium sized stream. Access improves above Pukemaori, where
careful presentation is needed.

Aparima River
A medium sized river with easy access. Undervalued as a fishery the
Aparima contains high numbers of medium sized brown trout.

Oreti River
A relatively large and slow-flowing river in the lower reaches. The
ripples around the Wallacetown bridge are only 10 minutes drive
from Invercargill, and provide great fishing.

Southland Region

www.southland.org.nz

Economic & Community Development Agency

www.southernscenicroute.co.nz
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